Press Release: Commonwealth Secretary-General Designate, Baroness Patricia Scotland calls on
member nations to tackle corruption.
Baroness Scotland told The Royal Commonwealth Society today that she wants to put the “wealth”
back into The Commonwealth, through collaboration and working in partnership to tackle
corruption, gender inequality and violence against women.
The Baroness says it will be one of her greatest priorities to collaborate across the 53 nations to end
corruption in the Commonwealth:
“We didn’t understand how big it was, how much it corroded our democracy and undermined what
we wanted to do. I think now all of us understand it’s non- negotiable, we have to address it
together.”
The Baroness also acknowledged the work that the Royal Commonwealth Society has done in
promoting gender equality and raising awareness of violence against women and says she is looking
forward to working in partnerships to tackle these challenges:
“When I look at all the things I’ve been able to achieve in the past, it has always been in
collaboration with others; an important partner is civil society.”
Baroness Scotland is committed to seeing the Commonwealth grow and to strengthen:
“I’m saying to everyone, please don’t leave, stay and fight and make our world the world we want
for our children, as opposed to the world we have now."
The first female Secretary-General says she is thrilled about the representation of women at high
levels in the Commonwealth and is honoured to be the first female Secretary General for the
Commonwealth family.
“I’m the first Secretary-General who’s a woman, but I certainly hope I won’t be the last.”
----ENDS---

Notes to Editors:
BROADCASTERS, AGENCIES AND ONLINE VIDEO SITES - A free-to-use Video News Release is
available for download below:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B99sotFuWzoWWWJRR0xWVTRxXzQ/view?usp=sharing

Video format: Quicktime H.264 1080i HD.
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The Royal Commonwealth Society is a network of individuals and organisations committed to
improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across the world. Founded in 1868, the
Society is constituted by Royal Charter (amended 2013) and is a charity in England and Wales
(226748). The Society engages with its youth, civil society, business and governmental networks to
address issues that matter to the citizens of the Commonwealth. Its primary focus is the promotion
of young people throughout the Commonwealth. www.thercs.org
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