PRESS RELEASE: Historic inclusion of LGBTI Rights in Commonwealth Discussions
For the first time the rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex (LGBTI) people have
been discussed as part of the Commonwealth People’s Forum, the official civil society
gathering held in advance of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.
Two discussions have been held within the main agenda to explore the impact of
discrimination and criminalisation on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity and
also reflect growing progress in Commonwealth countries for LGBTI rights.
The first of these was an innovative policy dialogue between LGBTI activists from across the
Commonwealth and policy makers including UK Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for
International Development Minister, Baroness Sandip Verma, and Maltese Minister for Civil
Liberties, Dr Helena Dalli.
The dialogue also included activists from across the Commonwealth including from some of
the 40 of the 53 Commonwealth countries that still criminalise consensual, adult same-sex
activity and where LGBTI people face discrimination and persecution, and in some cases
even the death penalty. A new report released this week by the Kaleidoscope Trust
documents that 90% of Commonwealth citizens live in a jurisdiction that criminalises LGBTI
people.
But after decades of inaction in the Commonwealth change is happening. At the event
Minister Dalli of Malta said, “We need to ensure that when the dust settles on this CHOGM,
all political leaders will remember the voices of LGBTI people for recognition and respect
during this Forum, and act on them in concrete ways.”
Caleb Orozco, a Belizean activist and member of the Commonwealth Equality Network said,
“The opportunity for political change exists. The Commonwealth can build on the
experience of the Organisation of American States and take a stand against violence on the
basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. It will need communication and a
commitment to engage and act between the region’s institutions. This CHOGM is a good
start.”
The Malta Declaration, the official statement of the People’s Forum, called on
Commonwealth leaders to follow the example of the African Commission on Human and
People’s Rights and the Organisation of American States and condemn violence on any
grounds.
These sessions are just one example of policy makers overseeing progress on equality and
followed remarks made by the Commonwealth Secretary-General Kamalesh Sharma that,

“We embrace difference, and that includes sexual identity. Discrimination and
criminalisation in any form on grounds of sexual orientation is incompatible with our
Commonwealth values.”

Notes to Editor
BROADCASTERS, AGENCIES AND ONLINE VIDEO SITES - A free-to-use Video News Release
is available for download below:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B99sotFuWzoWQ1BpT2hlOU9Jd1U/view?usp=sharing
Video format: Quicktime H.264 1080i HD.
Contents:
-GVs of People’s Forum on LGBTI issues
-GVs and sots of Tongan delegate Joleen Mataele performing at forum
Interviews/Grabs:
-Joleen Mataele, Tongan LGBTI activist
-Donnya Piggot, LGBTI activist, Barbados
-Kenita Placide, Saint Lucian LGBTI activist
-Caleb Orozco, Belize, LGBTI activist
TOMORROW: A free to use VNR focusing on the CHOGM Business Forum. Trade, deals and
transparency.
The Commonwealth Heads of Government of Meeting (CHOGM) will be hosted in Valetta,
Malta from the 27th-29th November. It will see Prime Ministers and Presidents from across
the Commonwealth meet to discuss global issues under the theme of ‘Adding Global Value’
and elect a new Commonwealth Secretary General.
The Commonwealth People’s Forum is being held at the Corinthia Hotel, St Julian’s Bay,
Malta between the 23rd-26th November and will host civil society representatives from
across the Commonwealth to discuss ‘What Makes Societies Resilient?’.
The Commonwealth Equality Network is a coalition of more than 35 LGBTI and human
rights organisations from over 30 Commonwealth countries working toward equality for all
Commonwealth Citizens, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.
www.commonwealthequality.org

The Kaleidoscope Trust’s report Speaking Out: the rights of LGBTI people in the
Commonwealth is a biennial report covering LGBTI rights in the Commonwealth available
from: http://kaleidoscopetrust.com/speaking-out-report-2015/
Members of the Commonwealth Equality Network are present in Malta and are available to
interview.
Please contact Alistair Stewart, +44 77 3801 7740, alistair@kaleidoscopetrust.com.

